
 

 

 

April 1, 2020 

Dear Parents,  

On March 23, 2020, the Raul Yzaguirre Schools for Success joined many schools around the Country 
in temporarily closing its doors with the objective of stopping the spread of the COVID-19 virus. 
Although there continue to be moments of uncertainty in many areas, we want to reassure you that the 
Raul Yzaguirre Schools for Success administrators, teachers, and staff are committed to continue 
services for students in the Special Education Program.   

As we transition to a remote model of instruction for all RYSS students, we want to assure you that we 
are committed to providing equitable learning opportunities for our students with special needs, 
according to the special education and related services identified in their current Individualized 
Education Plan (IEP). Your child’s Special Education case manager/teacher will be collaborating with all 
of your student’s teachers to assist them in determining and providing the instruction, interventions, 
accommodations and assignments needed to address your child’s IEP goals and objectives. During this 
time period, your child’s Special Education case manager/teacher will be your point of contact for any 
questions or concerns that may arise.  

Because your support is very important during this time, we are reaching out to each parent to facilitate 
the transition to remote instruction. If you have not been contacted yet or you have been unable to 
reach a member of the Special Education team, please contact Ms. Maggie Salinas via phone at 713-
640-3778 or by email maria.salinas@tejanocenter.org as soon as possible. If, at any time, you have 
concerns regarding the special education supports and services provided for your child, we encourage 
you to contact Ms. Maggie Salinas at the email or phone number listed above. Please note that, as a 
parent/guardian, you have the right to request an ARD committee meeting to address your concerns.  

If, despite our best efforts, the services necessary for the provision of Free and Appropriate Public 
Education (FAPE) cannot be effectively delivered using alternate methods, the ARD (Admission, 
Review and Dismissal) Committee will meet as soon as possible to determine the services that can be 
provided and how those services will be delivered. Once school resumes, the ARD Committee will 
reconvene to review the student’s IEP to determine the impact of the school’s closure, if any, on the 
student’s education and will make determinations accordingly.  

The well-being and health of our students and families is our priority. The school’s website, 
https://www.ryss.org/Page/3054 includes helpful resources for the families of students  with special 
needs. These resources include information regarding the RYSS “Social-Emotional Support Team” 
service that is available to help our students and their families cope with the challenges that these 
unprecedented times bring to us. On the same page you will find a link to the Special Education 
Department’s contact information. Please visit the website listed in this letter, click under the title 
“Special Populations”, and then select “Special Education”. 

Thank you so much for your patience and support as we continue to collaborate to identify strategies for 
supporting the education of your child until the school resumes normal operations. 

We are in this together! 

 

Dr. Angie Miranda, Chief of Academics of Schools 
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